
    

 

I am rather new to this little inexpensive hobby, but thought I would share some of the process for 

effective breakdown and reassembly that I have learned from others. This winter marks my third 

Disassembly so I know from experience what NOT to do.  Here are some ideas that may make the 

difference in having a pile of parts verse a well-organized reassembly plan. 

 

Things you may need:  
• Heavy duty ziplock baggies (from sandwich size to gallon) 

• Photo album with say 200 4 X 6 slots 

• Log book for daily entries 

• Shop manual for your car (when all else fails) 

• Permanent markers 

• Note paper 

• Digital camera or cell phone with camera 

• Identify your favorite print location 

 

Let’s look at the five basic steps and make a few comments about each. 

 

Step 1: Photograph the entire car, inside and out. This includes engine compartment, interior, 

dashboard and if you can get it on a lift, all of the undercarriage as well. 

 I can not stress this enough.  I find myself referring back to little details that are gone once the car 

is in a pile of boxes. Like where was that wire attached? I should also add that at this point, I start a folder 

on my computer that holds all original photos in high quality.  Sometimes the printed image does not 

show enough detail and I can go back and blow up 

sections on my computer. 

 

Step 2: Next start a photo album that represents 

one place where all photos for this car can be found 

quickly.  (I also have a front section with pictures of 

finished cars as inspiration.) 

 

Step 3: Photograph each section before removal. 

Then print and label.  

The collection of images must become a routine. I 

first took pictures with my wife’s new digital camera, 

but did not print them right away.  Number one, I got 

in trouble for tying up HER camera and two, I tended 

to forget that I had images to be printed.  You know the problem, 

you take them but they go nowhere.   

 

I next learned to regularly remove the little chip from the 

camera , take it to Walgreen’s and quickly make 4 X 6 prints.  This 

process has been now refined to using my cell phone camera 

instead.  This way the camera is always on my side and easy to use.  

I did however have to learn the following lessons the hard way.  1. 

Change the quality of your images to “high”. This will increase the 

image file from around 100 KB to around 300 KB.   
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This is an important step.  Also make sure you do not get too close to the subject, unless your camera 

has a close up setting.  I generally stay at least 12 inches away.  Always look at the image you took and 

simply change settings and take another if you do not like it.  (Flash on is sometimes required.) 

 

When using a digital camera, removing the chip for printing is very straight-forward.  The cell phone 

required that I learn a couple of new tricks.  I had to learn to download my images to my computer using 

“Bluetooth” and then save them on a external flash drive to carry to Wallgreens, HyVee of Sams Club.  I 

have a feeling that within six months, we will be able to download directly from our cell phones using 

Bluetooth in the store, but not yet. 

 

I tend to now print at the end of each work-week or project ending. (Sometimes that is each evening.) 

 

In addition, while the project is still fresh on my mind, I will label the image with comments or point 

out crucial parts and their location. As you can see in the spring assembly, the location of the large washer 

is extremely important. Yes, it does show this in my shop manual, but remember, I only open my manual 

when all else fails. Sorry. 

 

Step 4: Bag and label each assembly section 
 

Regularly add baggies to the shopping list so you 

are not guilty of stealing from the kitchen too often.  I 

also have a small note pad that I write a detailed 

description on and place both in the bag. 

 

Step 5: Wr ite comments in your  daily log 
Lastly, I have gotten in the habit of writing a log or 

journal. As a scientist, I have used such a tool in the lab 

for years, but only recently have I added this to the car 

restoration 

process.  I 

LIKE IT!  

I record starting times, ending times, total daily work times, 

and a description of what was accomplished. If nothing else it 

offers a degree of pride in knowing what was accomplished and 

how much time each step takes.  (Like the four hours to sand 

blast one wheel rim.) Or maybe I just like data.  

 

I do think I will find myself going back to my notes, if I do 

a good job of recording tricky steps or insights I gain during 

breakdown. Two years from now, when attempting to 

reassemble it might be hard to remember without my notes. 

 

So there you have it.  I lastly purchase one or more large 

plastic storage bins and place all my labeled baggies in them.  All neat and ready when needed.  So start 

to plan this winter’s project now. 

 

Good luck!!  

 

 


